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WILKINSON REAL ESTATE 


Our Business 1s Restricted to the 


SALE “BUYING “LEASING 
MANAGING - -FINANC/NG 


APPRAISING. of REAL ESTATE 


Qualified by law to appraise al/ 
elassifications of reas/ estate 


BUCKEYE AT MULBERRY ST. Office —/06 West Mulberry Str, Kokomo 


Hame Purcha <= 


Improvement Loans 


Savings Accounts 


Opposite Union an 
KOKOMO INDIANA WL.WILKINSON "et A TOR 
Phone 6/77 , Be 2IET 


J. HAROLD KINCHELOE 
REALTY BROKER 
THE Most COMPLETE 


REAL ESTATE SALES | eat 
AND FINANCING FACILITIES Tue UNION BANK R= RS 


IN THIS TERRITORY OVER "1,000,000 TOTAL CAPITAL 


AND OVER “20,000,000 IN DEPOSITS 
BUYING AND SELLING FARM AND 


CITY” PROPER TITAFOR VOVERIIZ GO) YEARS MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORP 
OFFICE KOKOMO AND FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 
SOUTHWEST CORNER PHONE 2-5676 


MAIN « MULBERRY ST Farm Service ~Insurance and Mortgage Loan Departments 


tape LDEST 2» LARGEST 


Student 
Indiana University 


Your 
Deputy Surveyor 


BEAUFORD C. BROWNING 


ABOUT THE PLAT BOOK 


This 1952 Howard County Plat Book has been assembled and published 
in response to many requests. The detailed maps of the eleven townships 
in this county are arranged thusly: Ervin, Monroe, Honey Creek, Clay, 
Center, Harrison, Howard, Taylor, Liberty, Jackson, Union, The names of 
the property owners, as of June 1952, are located on practically all of 
the farms, both large and small, And many corrections have been made 
before publication in December, 


Included also are a number of plats of the surrounding county towns, 
the most recent available map of the county seat, and other information 
that will be of interest and value. 


I wish to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks to all 
who have worked with me, and the Surveyor's office in the organization 
of this plat book, 


A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE DUTIES OF A COUNTY SURVEYOR 


The office of County Surveyor is provided for by the Constitution. 
Prior to November 4, 1952, the Surveyor was elected for a two-year term, 
On that date, a referendum amended the term to four years. The Surveyor 
is elected by the voters of the entire county. 


The primary duties of a County Surveyor are to construct and maintain 
the Circuit Court drainage systems. Whenever the owner or owners of 

ten per cent in acreage of the land lying outside the corporate limits 
of any city or town in this state file a petition for drainage construc- 
tion or maintenance in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, and 
it is approved, it is referred to the County Surveyor. The Surveyor 
shall make all necessary surveys, maps, profiles, plans, and specifica- 
tions, estimated cost, and assessments of benefits and damages thereon, 
and report the same back to the court, 


When the action is docketed, the court shall appoint two viewers, 
who shall be reputable and disinterested freeholders, to act with the 
Surveyor to determine who may be affected by an assessment of benefits 


or damages. 


Beauford C. Browning 44809864 


highways. 


James W, Morrison 


B. S. Civil Ing. 
Purdue University 


Your 
County Surveyor 
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Should owners of two-thirds in area of the acreage of the lands 
specified in the petition, or affected by an assessment of benefits 
or damages remonstrate in writing against said construction, 
such petition shall be dismissed, 


The ditch assessment is entered on a "Ditch Duplicate", and the 
whole amount may be paid, For extended time payment, as fixed by the 
Surveyor but not to exceed three years, such assessments are entered 
on the tax duplicate of the affected real estate at the interest rate 
of six per cent per annum. Such assessments constitute a lien upon 
the property and shall be collected at the same time and in the same 
manner as taxes are collected, 


The Surveyor is charged with the execution of the improvement. 
After the necessary time and notification of such improvement, he re- 
ceives sealed bids for the furnishing of all material and labor necess- 
ary for such work and will let the contract to the lowest and best 
bidder, or he may reject all bids and re-advertise for new bids. He 
may let the work as a whole or subdivide the same into two or more 
contracts as will, in his best judgement, most speedily and economic- 
ally accomplish its' completion. 


Any person who shall have successfully bid for the whole or any 
part of such work shall enter into a contract with the Surveyor and 
present a bond, payable to the State of Indiana, to insure the per- 
formance of his contract, 


There are many other duties which the County Surveyor has, subject 
to the approval or direction of the Circuit Court. 


The basic duties of a Surveyor are to keep records of all section— 
corners throughout the county and to supervise all civil-engineering 
work in the county including the construction of highways, bridges, and 
culverts. The latter duties are often shared in many counties with a 
County Highway Supervisor, who is appointed by the County Commissioners 
to be responsible for the construction and maintenance of the county 
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The Howard County Production and Marketing Association administers the services of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration in this county. 


This includes the soil building practices carried out on participating farms, commodity loans on wheat, corn, 
soybeans, and oats; and crop insurance on wheat, - 


The Howard County P.M.A, Committee find that as a result of assistance payments to help the farmer defray 
part of the cost of some of his more essential soil building practices, the increased use of limestone fertilizers 
on grass and hay, tile drainage, and many other basic soil building practices would indicate that the P.M.A, Program 
has made a great contribution to greater soil conservation within the county. 


Since the Howard County P.M.A, has contact with most of the farms of the county, it is obvious that a Plat Book 
of the farms of the County, is of great usefulness in administering these programs, Actual location of farms is often 
required, and tie ‘Plat Book serves this purpose in a fine way. 


The Howard County Production and Marketing Committee hereby express our Sincere appreciation for the useful 
information obtained from this Plat Book and since such information is useful to other groups and organizations in 
the county, we believe that in preparing such a Plat Book, a real service has been rendered to the people of Howard 
County. 

HOWARD COUNTY PRODUCTION AND MARKETING ASSOCIATION 


The principal duties of the County Assessor involve general supervision of the assessment of real and personal 
property within the county, and appraising those estates which come under tle inheritance tax law. 


A noteworthy change in real estate assessment procedure has been the 1949 Assessment Act. For the first time 
in Indiana history, we now have a detailed assessment record of lands and improvements, Prior to 1949, the only 
figures shown on the assessment sheets were the total assessment for the ground, and the total for the buildings on 
any given tract of real estate. We now have for every piece of real estate, a record of the essential information 
as to size, type of cmstruction, age, and so on, which is necessary in order to make a just and equitable assessment, 
This system is being maintained on all new construction. 


William C, Cameron 
County Assessor 
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“POPULATION STUDY OF KOKOMO AND HOWARD COUNTY 


A table of the Kokomo pupulation for one- 
hundred years is as follows: 


1850 aaa ate e O11) te) 6) ere, 6.6 Feared ane) a) 0!. 2 318 
1860 co ich SE AOS (Selene, 0 .-0'¢) <0) Cone). © pia © 1,040 
1870 Gt bo eer Ske Om Oe e118, pe! 80) See ee ae Se, 25liT: 
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1900 ere) pill 6.4 em.61/ Ome rer, 0)) 6:6, Jor ee sa), 'e, .9. 10, 609 
1910 ule” ene 6 Seno, 168-0. 1.0. (ater epee mey, (2) 3° 17,010 
1920 ate esmet| 6 temic 6 ee (Set meme ger 2 ge 31,759 
LOROME CAL CRG ss Sue gehalvs nreh gees 
1940 ee |e Ot eal er LOL Oa e4 16> 1681 e Spe): e Ne Si5i4 (35 
1950 Stet elnal wee me (er 6. 0 1108 Bene: 18:4 axe 38,600 


A table for the county covering one hundred - 
years is as follows: 
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EQUALITIES 


1 chain= 66 feet=4 rods=100 links(one link = 7,92 inches) 
1 rod=16.5 feet=one pole=one perch=25 links=0.25 chains 
80 chains=one mile=320 rode=8 furlongs=5,280 feet=1,760 yards 


one acre is equal to a square whose sides are 208,71 feet in length 
1 acre=43,560 square feet=10 square chains=160 square rods 


A Congressional township area is 36 square miles and contains Above are the plat and fieldnotes for the 
23,040 acres. (If sections are full size and not fractional) Bach Pe acres donated by David Foster -- taken 
full section contains 640 acres. rom Deed Record A in the Recorders Office, 


Howard County, Indiana. 
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An artist's conception of how Kokomo looked in 1874. The area South of the Wildcat Creek was all farm 
land, and Kokomo's population was less than 4,000. Some of the buildings shown in the sketch are still 
standing, but many have been replaced, The old Courthouse towers over the public square, and the rail- 
roads then are the Pennsylvania line and the Nickel Plate track of today. 
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History oF HowARD COUNTY 


Before white settlers came to Howard County, the 
Miami Indians inhabited this region with Kokomo as a 
sort of “head-quarters" for them. 


There were Indian villages south of Greentown and 


Cassville, and paths led from Kokomo down the Wildcat 
via N. P. Richmond's farm in Ervin Township to Frank- 


fort and Thorntown; from Kokomo via Greentown to "Squirrel 


Village" and from Kokomo to Peru via Cassville. These 


trails were well worn and much used. 


There were about 40 traders who dealt with the 
Miamis in this region and David Foster was one of the 
most successful. In May, 1842, Foster followed the 
meanderings of the Wildcat until he came to the 
lands of an Indian chief, LaFontaine, which later 
became the site of Kokomo, Foster was seeking a 
suitable location for a trading post, and this 
particular part of the wilderness caught his fancy. 


The three tribal chiefs whose names are most 
closely intertwined with the history of our com- 
munity are KO-KO-MO-KO, or Kokomo, for whom the 
city of Kokomo was named; John Baptiste Richard- 
ville, for whom the county originally was named; 
and Francis LaFontaine, from whom David Foster 
bought the land on which Kokomo is situated. 


The town of Russiaville also originally was called 


Richardville, but because it was confusing to have the 
village and the county bearing the same name, the name of 
the town was changed to Russiaville about 1345, 


John B, Richardville became one of the wealthiest 


Indians in North America, He held title to land sections 


extending from Kokomo to Fort Wayne. 


One of his daughters married Chief Francis LaFontaine 


and a granddaughter married James Godfroy, son of Chief 
Francis Godfroy. 


Richardville died about 1841, and Francis La- 
Fontaine, known also as TO-PI-A, was chosen chief, 


LaFontaine was the grandson of Peter LaFontaine, 
a French trader who as early as 1790, penetrated the 
Indian country as far south as White River, Fort 
Wayne being his starting point. He took an Indian 
wife and from this union arose the LeFontaines who 
were conspicuous for two or three generations after- 
ward, the most distinguished of whom was Francis, 
the chief who sold the land which became the site of 
Kokomo. , 


There is a tradition that in his youth, Francis 


was a great athlete, exceeding in feats of strength, 
endurance, and skill, any other man of the Miami 
tribe. He was born at Fort Wayne, or near there in 
1810. He was about thirty years old when he sold 

the lands along the Wildcat to Foster, In his forties 
he accompanied one of the groups of Indians who were 
removed to reservations beyond the Mississippi in 1846, In 
1847, he started a return trip, but became ill ad died at 
Logansport in 1847, His body was taken to Huntington and is 
buried there in a Catholic cemetery. 


ITTLE FURTIE 7 
ME-SHE-KIN-NO-QUAH 
The greatest of his tribe and race 


John Baptiste Richardville was the son of a 
French fur trader, Joseph Drouet de Richardville, 
who took as his wife Ta-cum-wah, a sister of the 
great Miami chief, Little Turtle. 


Joseph Drouet de Richardville is spoken of 
by historians as a man of good blood, excellent ability, 
and much distinction. Ta-cum-wah, the Indian princess whom 
he married, has left a tradition of possessing unusual per- 
sonal charms and of being a woman of uncommon resourcefulness. 


LaFontaine, Indiana, was named for him as was LaFontaine 


To her foresight and stratagem is attributed the fact Street in Kokomo, 


that her son, John B. Richardville became chieftain of his 
tribe. It thus becomes.clear that had the territory now 
known as Howard County seen fit to retain its original 
designation, Richardville County, it would have had the 
satisfaction of knowing its' name was derived from one who 
was of the real royalty of the Miami nation. 


About Chief Kokomo, few facts are known, Historians 
are not agreed upon the character of the Indian whose name 
has been so nobly honored. Tradition has it, that Kokomo 
was a great and distinguished Miami chief, Credited with 
courage, kindness, and commanding character, Whether true 


4n early artist's conception of the future planning and layout of Kokomo, south of the Wildcat Creek, 


or: prejudiced the legend that some pioneers left behind would 
be-little the aurora of even a bibulous and toping fiddler. 


To the everlasting glory of Old France, let it be for- 
ever remembered that Frenchmen from Canada treated our region's 
Indians with understanding, sympathy, kindness, generosity, 
and respect. When thus treated, these Indians were a cor- 
dially friendly people. The British who came later, though 
haughtier or less democratic, at least treated the Indians 
civilly, and with fairness and respect for their property 
rights. The Eel River Miamis rather liked the British, but 
greatly preferred the French. 


Because most Frenchmen of this area sided with the 
'American rebels" during and after the Revoluntionary War, 
our region's Indians might have done likewise. But, un- 
fortunately, many of the American frontiersmen were so 


. ? On ad a . 
Mr. Mann Butler, in his history of Kentucky, stated, 
"that General Wayne had positive authority from President 


Washington to attack and demolish the British Fort of Miami", 


The powerful tribe of Miamis under the leadership of 
Little Turtle, defeated the army of General Harmer in 1790, 
and in 1791, overwhelmed the army of St. Clair. The United 
States suffering therein the most severe defeat ever inflicted 
by Indians. In 1794, the tide of battle turned when the Army 
of General Anthony Wayne defeated the Miamis at the battle of the 
Fallen Timbers. The treaty of Greenville (In Darke County, 
Ohio), in 1795, followed, and the United States obtained 
large bodies of their lads. 


Richaraville, the Miami Chief, for whom Howard County 
was originally named, was the successor of Little Turtle, It 


ignorant that they regarded the Indians not as human 
beings, but merely as animals, and as having no more 
property rights than does a pack of wolves. Without 
waiting for the government to purchase from the 
Indiens the Indian hunting ground north of the Ohio 
River, these Americans swarmed into what is today 
southern Indiana and became trouble-making trespassers 
and squatters. They defiantly built rail fences di- 
rectly across even main traveled Indian trails. In 
making their unlawful clearings, they sometimes even 
started great forest fires which frightened away all 
the game. As these "premature Hoosiers" grew in 
numbers, the Indians! survival itself, as well as 
their happiness and industrial or commercial pros— 
perity, was threatened, 


was he who signed by "his X mark" at the treaty of 
August 1795, made with General Wayne, at Greenville, 
Ohio, by the sachems and war chiefs of the Miamis, 
Wyandats, Delawares, Shawnees, Ottawas, Chippewas, 
Pottawatomies, Weas, Kickapoos, Piankeshaws, and 
Kaskaskias. 


In succeeding skirmishes and handicap, and by 
succeeding treaties the Indian nations gave up large 
quantities of land, though they reserved some valuable 
tracts. 


In 1838, the Miamis numbered but 1,100, and in 
this year they sold to the government 177,000 acres 
of land in Indiana for $335,680.00, among which was 
a 7-mile strip off the west side of the "Reserve", 


JOHN B. RICHARDVILLE 
Pe-che-wa, 1760-1841 
Nephew and successor of Little Turtle 


When goaded to desperation by these great 
wrongs, our region's Indians,. with British approval, 


in what is now Cass, Howard, and Clinton Counties, 
which was by the United States transferred to the 


struck back at their would-be destroyers, and with 

all their might, "Paleface firewater" doubtless made the 

Indians at times behave like savages in their treatment of 

these squatters in what is now Southern Indiana. When Kentuckians 

red-bloodedly ‘rallied to the support of their trouble making 
‘Hoosier cousins, the increasingly terrible feud promptly spread 

also to Kentucky, and soon developed into a long and bloody 

border war. Blinded by emotion, the Indians and the Kentuckians 

tried to outdo one another in vindictive retaliation. 


President George Washington ordered the squatters to aban- 
don their homes in what is today southern Indiana, and to return 
to Kentucky and tried his utmost to get the Indians to calm 
down and consent to holding a conference. But, when they 
continued their terrible raids on Kentucky, and even put to 
death "as spies" the messengers of good will the President 
sent to them, it was then the government sent Armies to strike 
back. 


State of Indiana. By it, the proceeds were used for 
the completion of the Wabash and Erie Canal from 
the mouth of the Tippecanoe River, down. 


It was at the "Forks of the Wabash", where the Miamis in 
the treaty of November 28, 1840, finally relinquished the 
Tract known as the "Miami Reserve", being all their remaining 
lands in Indiaa, to the United States for the consideration 
of $550,000 and several smaller items, such as reservations, 
houses for the chiefs, etc, Three reservations of this kind 
did lie in Howard County, one being the site of Kokomo, and 
is defined today as float section (6), Float section (7) is 
on the Wildcat Creek midway between Grééntown and Kokomo in 
sections 25 and 26, in Howard Township. The Peter Longlois 
reserve was located 6 miles west of Kokomo on the Wildcat 
Creek, on the west half of section (3), Township 23 North, 
Range 2 East of the Second Principal Meridian. 


The Miami Reserve was originally thirty-six miles square, 


as follows: Commencing near the town of Lagro, on the 
Wabash, where the Salamonic unites with the Wabash, 
running thence through Wabash and Grant Counties into 
Madison County, its southeast corner was about four 
miles southeast of Independence at the center of Section 
27; thence running south of west, parallel with the 
general course of the Wabash River, across Tipton County 
through the Town of Tipton,at the north edge thereof, and 
continuing across the west line of Tipton County to 
where it intersects a line running north and south from 
Logansport, which is the western boundary of Howard 
County, one mile west of Range line number one east; 
thence north to Logamsport; thence up the Wabash to the 
mouth of the Salamonic, then embracing parts of Wabash, 
Grant, Madison, Pipton, Clinton, Carroll, and Cass Coun- 
ties, and all of what was Richardville and is now Howard, 
and containing 930,000 acres. By treaty, a strip was 
taken off the north side, five miles wide, to build 


the Wabash & Erie Canmak. The United States gave it 
to Indiana to use the proceeds for the construction 

of the canal from the State line of Ohio to the mouth 
of the Tippecanoe River. Then, to complete the canal, 
another strip seven miles wide off the west side of the 
Reserve was obtained by the United States of the In- 
dians in the same way (as has already been mentioned). 
This last strip included akl of Ervin and Monroe and 
nearly all of Honey Creek Townships, and they were 
consequently cpened to settlers, and were settled by 
whites before the other portions of Howard County. 


This land was divided into classes and appraised 
as first, second, and third class lands, and put at 
three different prices to correspond, but was not 
thoroughly graded. It was offered for sale - that 
part in Township 23 North about 1841-2, and the part 


mentioned, because a part of their territory was included 
with Howard in the "Indian or Miami Reserve", 


Howard is bounded on the north by Cass and Miami 
Counties, on the east by Grant, on the south by Tipton 


and Clinton, and on the west by Clinton and Carroll 
Counties. 


Cass County was formerly a part of Tippecanoe, then 
of Carroll, then orgaized as a county in 1829. 


The site of Logansport, named for a Shawnee chief, 
nephew of Tecumseh, was surveyed in 1828. It became the 
county seat August 10, 1829. The lands in this county 
were obtained of the Indians in 1821, and in the fall of 


1824, offered for sale at Crawfordsville, where the Land 
Office then was. 


Miami County was organized in 1834, The town 
of Miamisport was laid out in 1828, in hoves that 
it would become the county seat. It was upon the 
same section of land with the present site of Peru, 
which by treaty was set apart as a reservation for 
Richerdville, the noted Miami Chief. Peru was sur- 
veyed in 1834, by Stearns Fisher, The first courts 
were held and business done in Miamisport, which is 
now included in Peru. 


Grant County, which before, had been a part of 
Delaware, was organized in 1831. The town of Marion 
was laid out in 1831, and made the County seat. The 
Mississinewa was, at one time, by law, declared a 
navigable stream and, at Marion, could only be crossed 
by a ferry for half the year. It-was used to float 


in Township 24 North in 1843-4. The land was entered 
at Delphi. The payments were in installments, and upon full 
payment the State made deeds to purchasers. First-class lands 
were priced at five dollars per acre, second-class at three 
dollars and a half, and third-class at two dollars, payable 
one-fourth cash, and one-fourth annually, with interest. 


A strip of land one mile wide was obtained previously 
of the Pottawattomie Indians to build the Michigan Road 
from Indianapolis via Logansport to Michigan City, and the 
State disposed of alternate sections along the line for 
that purpose, and about 1835, said road was built. for 
twenty years, over this road, mails and passengers were 
carried in stages drawn by four and six horse teams. Today 
it is kmown as State Road No. 29. 


To show that settlements with a venerable pre-exis- 
tence were in every surrounding county when Howard County 
commenced im the wilderness, the following counties will be 


Prancis LaFontaine flatboats down to the Wabash region during the building 


of the Wabash & Brie Canal, and, from 1833, to 1843, 
the. commerce thus carried on was of considerable importance, 
Southeast of Grant, there were older settlements, which thus 
found a market for their surplus products among the settlers 
in the Wabash region; such products were, principally, apples, 
potatoes, corn, pork, and breadstuffs. When the mill-dams 
began to be built and the Country cleared of its' forests, 
there was less water and often the boats and cargoes had to 
be hauled around, Many wrecks took place in "shooting" the 
dams, The last boat that started down the river was in 1845, 
and was lost from this cause at McClure's Dam, The Captain 
and owner thereof was Hampton Brown, the founder of Jerome, 


Madison County, on the southeast, was organized in 1823, 
with Pendleton, on White River, as its’ first county seat. 
Madison was formerly a part of Marion County. Anderson be- 
came the county seat about 1830, and was incorporated in 1838, 


Tipton County, about two-thirds of which was included in 


the Miami Reserve, was organized in 1844, and named for Gen- 
eral John Tipton, The lands in the "Reserve" portion were 

surveyed in 1842-3, The town of Tipton was surveyed in 1839, 
by Samuel King, and named Kingston, It was just outside the 
"Reserve" line, It was selected as the county seat in April, 


1844, 


Clinton County, named after DeWitt Clinton, of New York, 
was formerly attached to Tippecanoe, until about 1830. The 
first temporary county seat was at the town of Jefferson, 
Frankfort became the county seat in 1830, ad was laid out 
May 19th, of that year. 


Carroll County was named after the last surviving signer 
of the Declaration of Independence, I% was organized in 1828, 
Delphi (first named Carrollton) was laid out May 15, 1825, and 
became the county seat May 15, 1828, 


Wabash County had been with Huntington till 
March 1, 1835, when it was organized. "Wabash Town" 
was surveyed in 1834, 


There is no record of any white man's visiting 
the site of Kokomo earlier than 1840, The Indians 
were the sole inhabitants of this area prior to 1842, 
It was in the spring of that year, that David Foster, 
a pioneer who operated a pelt and gunpowder store at 
Burlington, Carroll County, paddled a canoe up the 
meanderings of the Wildcat until he came to that part 
of the wilderness which was known as the Jands of 
Chief LaFontaine. This being one of the reservations 
rah ah by the Miamis in the treaty of November 28, 
1840, 


Foster was searching for a suitable site for a 
trading post - a trading post where he could deal 
with the Indians, This was indeed a likely spot that 
caught his fancy, for Kokomo was a’ sort of a headquarters 
for the Indians in this region, He sought out LaFontaine 
and bought the latter's entire reservation, approximately 
650 acres. ‘The consideration was only a few dollars, 


‘That summer, Foster erected on the north bank of the 
Wildcat, at a point that is now near the exact center of 
the city of Kokomo, a double log cabin, Into one room of 
this he moved his family, which he brought up from Burling- 
ton by raft. In the other room he installed a gawdy stock 
of dry goods, and an interesting assortment of trinkets. He 
became the community's first merchant, but in doing so did 
not dream he was founding a city. 


On January 15, 1844, an act was passed by the legis- 
lature to organize the county of Richardville. (The act 
to change the name of Richardville County to Howard was 


Chief Kokomo 


present site of Roxcuc- was covered by a thick forest of in- 


approved December 28, 1846.) Commissioners were appointed by 
the act to permanently fix the seat of justice. They were in- 
structed to meet at the house of John Herrison, a2 double log 
structure abait seven miles west of Kokomo, on the second Mon— 
day in May, 1844, to proceed with their duty. 


The Commissioners met at the appointed time 2¢ the house 
of Mr. Harrison, All were present. Mr. Armstrong of Carroll 
County was a surveyor. Some of the people wanted the site of 
the county town at Harrison's, others at Cromwell's Mill, about 
two miles east; both places were viewed, However, a large 
majority favored the site about Foster's Trading Post. The conm- 
missioners journeyed there by trail. There was no improvement 
here then, but David Foster's log house, log barn, and a small 
"patch of clearing" around them, On the south side of the 
Wildcat were two or three Indian huts and a small field. The 
mense trees and a thicket of undergrowth through which, 
a bird could scarcely fly. They examined both sides 
of the Wild Cat, and all preferred the south side, it 
was higher and better drained and in every way the 
better place, but Foster would not agree to donate 
over there, The Commissioners remained and talked 
for two days and finally agreed to the present site, 
Mr. Foster donating forty acres, and was also to 
build a log court house twenty-four feet square, put 
in puncheon floors, seat it with half-log benches, 
and otherwise make it a commodious md agreeable 
building in which to hold the courts and preserve 
the records of the county. 


Foster would probably have given eighty or more 
acres, but the Commissioners didn't believe more than 
forty would ever be occupied. By the agreement, the 
south line of the donation was to be the rude fence 
at the north side of the *patch" cleared about his 
house, The Commissioners started from the southeast 
corner, near the present High School building and made their 
survey, We may state here that a mistake of one chain (66 
feet) was made in some way, and that when the agent placed 
here to sell the lots, on running a new line, it passed di- 
rectly through Mr. Foster's house and cut off two rods of 
his "patch", They all agreed as to the contract about the 
place of the line, and so the lots had to be taken back, or 
rather others were given in their place, The choice lots 
were then on High (Superior) Street, the best of which sold 
from five to seven dollars. 


The original survey of Foster's donation was bounded by 
Taylor, Union, Superior, and Washington Streets. The recor ds 
of the cost of this survey have been preserved. The following 
allowances were made to Austin C. Sheets, the first County 
Surveyor; Surveying donation, $1.50; plat of same, 50 cents; 
survey of public square, $1.00; plat of town, 50 eents, 32-lots 
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This 1877 atlas map indicates the old toll roads and the 
id three Indian Reservations in Howard Gounty, known today 
as Float Sections 6 and 7 and the Longlois Reserve, 


at 25 cents each, $8.50; total, $11.50. 


It can not be said that Kokomo sprouted on Foster's door 
step almost overnight. The country round about Kokomo was 
then almost all a swamp. The forty acres accepted by the Com- 
missioners to be the center of the community was not encouraging, 
The best that could be said about it, was, it was centrally 
located, Perhaps that is why, in their ‘solicitude, they felt 
that forty acres was a more than sufficient donation. Malaria,. 
swamp fever, chills, the ague, and kindred ails were sustaining 
from such an environment, Many moved away because of sickness, 
and others feared to come here for the same reason, In ten 
years the infant settlement grew very slowly. There were fewer 
than 100 houses and not more’ than a dozen stores and shops in 
1855. As the late Editor of the Kokomo Tribune, Ed Souder, 
wrote, "in its' adolescence the town was a bit bilious, but it 
never was anaemic - it gritted its' teeth, gulped down 
more bitters and continued to clear and ditch and build", jj 


Turbulent and struggling as those days of the be- 
ginning certainly were, the hunts (this county was then 
a hunters! paradise), the log-rolling's, and the cabin 
raisings were a wonderful and happy period to the pio- 
neers of this county, All the time the rich region round | 
about was being settled, cleared, and brought under cul- 
tivation. 


In the year 1854, came the first railroad (Peru 
& Indianapolis Railroad), Work was begun at the southern | 
end of the road in 1849, and in two years, twenty-one 
miles of road were completed to Noblesville, and the 
tract was laid to Peru in 18544. 


In the year 1855, the village of Kokomo was incor- 


drug to one side or the other, along the line of a proposed 
trail. In low or swampy places there was an attempt at 
grading by piling logs side by side giving a rigid and cor- 
duroy support. For more than 20 years, inhabitants of the 
county hac to be content with dirt or corduroy roads. 


The first net-work of gravel roads branching from the 
county seat to outlying county towns was created in the toll: 
road era. The New London & Kokomo Gravel Road was the first 
toll road, commenced in 1867, and completed in 1870. By 
1875, six toll roads were constructed, each managed by a 
separate company. Formation of gravel road companies was 
permitted by law. These corporations maintained toll gates 
and charged a fixed price per mile for travel over the roads, 
However, the sentiment that all roads should be public and 
free grew rapidly. In 1877, the Legislature passed a law 
for the construction of free gravel roads, Several of these 
c_-=-_ corporations had a large amount of unpaid bonds held 
j : against them when the legislature repealed the law 
authorizing the collecting of gravel road taxes. + 
Despite financial embarrassment and unpaid dividends, 
these roads were a great public benefit. By about 
1888, all the roads had become the property of the 
county and the toll gates disappeared, With the de- 
velopment and improvement of roads came the economic 
development of areas through which they passed. 


It was earlier stated that Foster was pledged 
to build the first court house and did so in 1845, 
It was a two-story, 24 foot square log structure. As 
the county grew, the log court house became obsolete, 
In 1851, two one-story brick buildings were planned. 
One building was located on the northeast quarter of 
the square, the other on the southwest. For 16 years, 


porated as a town, the vote upon incorporation standing 
sixty-two, for --- three, against, 


The slavery issue of the Presidential campaign in 1860, 
and the following five years were one of the most stirring and 
turbulent eras in the history of Kokomo and Howard County. The 
Civil War left a jolting impact here and like all other lengthy 
wars, the struggle between the North and South brought inevitable 
inflation. Local business firms were compeled by Eastern credi- 
tors to abandon the credit system entirely and could sell for 
cash or produce only. 


The first bridge across’ the Wildcat in Howard County was 
built in 1856, on Union Street, It was a bent bridge with 
timbers one foot square and 40 feet long. It was supported 
on mud-sills laid in the bed of the stream and served through 
the Civil War period. It washed out shortly after the War, 
then a toll bridge was built and operated till 1870. Up to 
this time, there wasn't a gravel road in Howard County. The 
early roads of the County were constructed by felling trees; 


David Foster 


these structures served the County, ‘Then in 1863, a 
new court house was ordered by the commissioners; 
Jerome Brown, Henry L. Moreland, and Samuel Stratton. 
It was begun in 1868, and completed in 1870, at an approxi- 
mate cost of $110,000. 


This was the brick structure which preceeded the hand- 
some stone courthouse now. in use. It served the people 5/7 
years and in its! day was considered a magnificent building, 


In March of 1927, the State Fire Marshall ordered the 
now old, two-story brick courthouse vacated and torn down 
as a fire hazard, County offices were then mved to various 
quarters in the City. In February 1928, demolition of the 
old courthouse began, Plans for a new courthouse had been 
adopted by the Commissioners, however, the Tribune in its! 
editorial campaign took the lead in the fight to prevent 
the construction of an extravagant and costly courthouse, 
A legal fight ensued and for several months portions of the 
eld courthouse structure remained_an-unsightly heap in the 


ic 


A 1950 aerial photograph of Kokomo, The population at that time was approximately 42,600, 


center of the city. The Commissioners then approved a plan 
to convert the square into a park area, Beds of flowers 
were set out in the plot and it remained a park for eight 
years. 


There are many chapters in the history of this county 
and the gas light era is indeed a colorful one. The dis— 
covery of natural gas on October 6, 1886, transformed Kokomo 
from an agricultural center into a booming manufacturing city. 
Manufacturing interests swarmed to Kokomo to take advantage 
of the cheap natural fuel. 


Local and outside capital began to organize industrial 
ventures of many kinds. Among the first were the Diamond Plate 
Glass, the Great Western Potteries, the Kokomo Rubber Works, 
the Rockford Bit Company, the Kokomo Wood Enameling Company, 
the Opalescent Glass Works (still in existence), the ~ 
Globe Stove & Range Company, the Kokomo Foundary & 
Machine Works, the Kokorio Wood Pulp & Paper Company, 
and many others, Kokomo had three or four brick yards 
and all were kept in continuous operation. Gravel and 
sand pits and stone quarries worked overtime. 


Everybody began talking about how Kokomo would 
boom. And it did boom, Real estate values began to 
rise, and new companies for the development of the 
gas field were hastily formed. Propositions for the 
location of manufacturing plants began to pour in, new 
additions were laid out, and steps to pipe gas into 
homes and business establishments were executed. 


In 1887, the whole countryside was aroused when 
natural gas was discovered near Greentown. The Indiana’ 
Natural Gas Company installed a large pumping station 
near the town and constructed many new homes for its! 
employees. W. D.Jenkins established a glass factory 
in Greentown in 1894, The plant manufactured many kinds 01 
‘table glassware of unusual color and design; and are of consid- 
erable value today as collectors! items because they have never 
been reproduced, 


Also in 1887, a well was sunk near Kokomo and was the 
greatest gusher ever brought into production in any American 
natural gas field. The task of controlling it was accomplished 
when the flow was piped off a few rods from the derrick and 
lighted. For two or three weeks those in charge hesitated about 
turning off the well, fearing the terrific pressure would blow 
out the tubing. During that time, the surrounding countryside 
was lit up at night to a brightness almost equaling that of 
daylight. In that period, wheat in adjacent fields was cut 
and harvested by gaslight. 


Citizens here believed, for a wiile, that the supply of 
natural gas was inexhaustible. - They used large quantities 


wastefully and often burned gas lights day and night - be- 
lieving it was cheaper to burn gas than buy matches to light 
the arcs. But they were to be disillusioned. The gas field 
began to fail after about 10 years, and within 20 years it 
had disappeared. 


In 1893, a general depression swept the whole country, 
and caught this region at a great disadvantage. Due to the 
diminishing supply of natural gas, the Diamond Plate Glass 
Works shut down completely. They were Kokomo's biggest em= 
ployer of that era. Many other industries were also forced 
to shut down. The beginning of the “automobile age" a few 
years later lifted Kokomo back on its' feet. 


Kokomo played an early and important role in that deve- 
lopment. It began in 1894, when Elwood Haynes built his first 
automobile in the Apperson Brother's Machine Shop. In 
1898, the Haynes—Apperson Automobile Company was incor- 
porated; and was the pioneer of the industry in Indiana. 


In 1901, the Appersons withdrew from the Haynes 
Company and started their own firm. These two factories- 
the Haynes and the ApperSon shipped cars to every part 
of the United States and abroad. 


Many industries allied to the automotive industry 
were attracted to this city. A notable example is the 
Byrne, Kirgston & Co. organized in 1903. Kingston de- 
veloped the brass carburetor which brougat him fame and 
fortune. This company was forerunner of the Kingston 
Products Corporation, one of Kokomo's big modern in- 
dustries. The Turner Manufacturing Company is another, 


Based on his experimentation and discovery of 
stainless steel, Elwood Haynes, organized tne Haynes 
Stellite Company in 1913. In 1920, this company 
combined with Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation, and is today 
a division of that corporation. 


Many other Industries were founded during Kokomo 's auto- 
mobile era. Kokomo's early canning industry, the Union Broom 
Company, the Superior Machine Tool Company, Kokomo Glass Manu- 
facturing Company in 1901, United Boxboard and Paper Company, 
National Mitten Co, the J. M. Leach Company, the P. H. Learner 
Company, and the Kokano Brass Works are some of the industries 
of that period. 


Between 1914, and 1919, employment in Kokomo increased 
greatly, At the end of Wold War I, factories in Kokomo were 
in high gear. During the early '20's home building, construc— 
tion of all types, and industry were carrying m a "boom-era", 


Kokomo had hopes for a great future as an automobile manu- 
facturing center, But the comparitively small automotive industry 


here was unable to surmount the great economic changes and 
competitive progress of the times, The Haynes and Apperson 
automobile factories were lost in 1925, 


When the automobile plants closed Kokomo's industrial 
and civic leaders promoted a public fund to develop a crop 
of new industries, to provide much needed employment at a 
critical time. In 1926, the Davis Industries of Chicago, 
manufacturers of radio cabinets and equipment, bought the 
largest of the Haynes plants. Kokomo raised $15,000 to move 
that company here, That same year, Dirigold Corporation 
of Chicago, bought the body plant of the Haynes Company. 


Today, under a new name, it is the Dirilyte Company of Ameri- 
ca, 


Other industries, persuaded by Kokomo's Civic leaders to 
invest here, were, the Wolf Manufacturing Industries in 1927, 
the Hamilton Ross Company in 1928, (makers of electric lamp 
standards and shades), the Mcbaughlin Company (makers of under- 
garments) ,and the Kolux Corporation in 1929. 


During these years, the new industries aided this region 
in making a substantial economic recovery from the crisis of 1925. 


In 1929, came a world wide economic depression, It crippled 
homes, business, and industry alike. It finished the Pitts- 


burg Plate Glass Plant, and Kokomo Rubber Company, and numerous 
smaller concerns, 


The loss of the plate glass industry in 1930, was a hard 
blow, for it had been a standby in Kokomo for many years, The 
early years of that critical decade were the darkest, in 1931, 
all of the citys' banks closed. 


It was several years before Kokomo's business and industry 
began to revive. Through the aid of civic leaders with the 
National Recovery Administration the sharp edge of the depres- 
sion began to dull. An upswing began -times improved - con- 
struction of roads and streets, bridges, dems, power projects, 
drainage and sewage projects materialized under the Works Pro- 
gress Administration and Public Works Administration. 


It was with the assistance of the WPA that construction of 
the present Court House commenced in 1936, and was completed 
in September of 1937, at a cost of $353,000. The Commissioners 
at that time were Rolla Freeman, Ben W. Seaver, and Bert Bennett. 


The courthouse has a reinforced concrete superstructure 
and is faced with Bedford Limestone, It is an imposing three- 
story plain line structure and is one of the newest and hand- 
somest courthouses in Indiana,* 


Howard County has enjoyed prosperous times as well as 


reverses, Its' recurrent surges back from economic recession 
are noted in the annals of history. : 


The great industrial age of the present began in concert 


with the gathering war clouds over Hurope and intensified with 
Pearl Harbor. 


Following the governments' expanded spending for national 
defense and later all-out war production came a booming sellers 
market at the end of World War II. Jobs were plentiful, wages 
high, money perhaps not too abundant, but adequate with the 
soaring prices, 


In all of history, prosperity and the reverse, have been 
a direct economic result of the times. Inflated and extrava- 
gant as the past decade has been, let us not conclude that the 
resulting prosperity was artificial, for World War II was no 
sham, pretense, or theatrical joke -- nor are the world prob- 
lems of that decade as they pass in review. 


Millions of dollars are flowing through the trade veins 
of Kokomo and indicate how big and small industry alike have 
been expanding since the close of World War II, and how com- 
mercial life has grown correspondingly, * 


Careful planning for the future is being followed, After 
years of haphazard physical growth, Kokomo selected a new planning 
commission in 1947, and in the year 1952, a master plan for 
development materialized. The commission is seeking to cor- 
rect some of the mistakes in city development of the past 
and to prevent their recurrence, Through survey and study, 
and through authority and enforcement, a more orderly growth 
is being brought about for industrial, commercial and residen- 
tial expansion, proper placement of schools and playgrounds, 
and an intelligent plan for street and highway development, ~ 


Kokomo is located in one of the nations best manufacturing 
and agricultural areas, The city is close to good markets. It 
has good rail, air, and highway transportation. It is supplied 


with ample power, coal, gas, and water, It has excellent schools 
and stately churches, 


The city has good banking accomodations, modern hospital, 
and numerous civic, professional, social and commercial enter- 
prises, Kokomo is a growing American municipality. 


As we advance into the final half of the Twentieth Cen- 
tury the wondrous progress and achievement from the past to 
the present sheds a brilliant and hopeful light into the 
future, 
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ALL PROFESSIONAL HELP GARAGE 9813 


Phone 3410 


STANDARD PACKING.CO. INC.|@.. 7 — 


Home Owned Industry RICH FUNERAL HOME 
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WHOLESALE DEALERS 


FRESH, COOKED and SMOKED MEATS 
PRON Bs: 


PHONE 4168 201 
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PHONE Thorntown Ind. 
CA SRO 64 


We Have All Modern Machinery 


CONES BROS. CONSTRUCTION (Xe) 
e FARM TILE DRAINAGE 


A 


YOU CAN DEPEND ON 


service - 


Public Service Company, serving in 70 Counties of the 


will continue to maintain your dependable electric 


PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF INDIANA, INC. 
Good,Low-Cost Electric Service to Over 0 Comunities in 


State, has always added new electric facilities to keep 
dhead of your growing power needs. We're proud of our 
39 year record of no power shortage in the territory we 


serve. You can be sure that your Public Service Company 


70 Counties in Indiana 


OAKFORD CONSTRUCTION 


FARMS CATHY 


and PROPERTY 


Sales and Exchdnges 
\ W. W. DRAGOO | 
Realtor 


302 FARST FEDERAL BUILDING 
PHONES 2522 
KOKOMO 


PROP E Ray MANAGEMENT 
INSURANCE 


DEAL 3 .WiAe Hi ate) 
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EXCAVATION OF ALL KINDS 
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Compliments 
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SHELL AMERICAN-PET ROLEUM-CO. 


comeiments or BELL ELECTRIC 
COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICE 


FOR THE 


COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, and RESIDENTIAL 


ec0ioy IN. BEEEMST. PHONE = 8292 


EWA 


Serving Our Customers in Howard County 


KOKOMO , INDIANA 


“Ring 

These bt For your 
Electrical 
Worries 


Since 921 


FOR 


THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS CO. 


QUALITY LUMBER 


and 


HARDWARE 
SEE US 


HEADQUARTERS FOR 
KEM-TONE - SUPER KEM-TONE 
KEM-GLO-AND THE FAMOUS SWP 
OUTSIDE PAINTS 


Bite rything for the Building of 
Your Home 


Both Wholesale and Retail 


QUALITY AND SERVICE SINCE 1855 


230 S. WASHINGTON ST. 


ARMSTRONG-LANDON-CO. 
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“VOUR FARM SERVICE STATION © 


INDIANA FARM JOURNAL 


6:00 to 7:00 A.M. 


Monday thru Saturday 


and 


sO’ Farm Service 


12:15 to 00 P.M. 
Monday thru Friday 


© Paes fer tah 
FARM SERVICE 
DIRECTOR 


REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE 


MORTGAGE LOANS 
INSURANCE 


Pre-Payment Privilege 


Low Cost Loans 
No Commission 


ON 
CB S—Kokomo Your diAL 


MASON. REALTY 


OUR MORTGAGE PLAN PROVIDES 


PHONE 6342 KOKOMO 


COMPLIMENTS OF 
STANDARD OIL COMPANY = 


STANDARD 


Serving Howard County, 


The Finest Petroleum “Products 


R.V. KIRKENDALL JOHN A. JONES 
RUSSIAVILLE , IND. GREENTOWN , IND. 
KOKOMO 


MAX T. ALKIRE ARCHIE V.GOLDING 


RURAL RURAL 
PENNY GIFFORD FA. (JIM) WEAVER 


THE NEW, DURABLE 
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Plate 
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attaching fence wire 
in any position — set 


rew adjustment— 
KELECTRIC FENCE WIRE es 


Primed Practical Uses 
Will turn horses, cattle, he ep, and hogs instantly 
witho | pe arm. Safely se age from adicleiva 
cornfields uae es off eh ed I and s s 
Two-wire fence will hold hogs of all sizes 
constru tos permits permanent or te 
installatio 


4) se 
I Ser hae only tool - 
Made of GalyqnizedSteel— iT gauge, ‘es | ¥ 
in Coil, one half mile (169 rods) “TEE” ae ” ROD POST 


SOLO 1* HARDWARE AND FARM SUPPLY Eee alee 
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MARATHON 


ASK FOR 


MR. LUDLOW Sales ee Sivice 
GENUINE FACTORY PARTS —— 
and ACCESSORIES SERVICE 

een ® Work Done According to Factory 

INDUSTRIAL Specification AAA SERVICE WESTON BASSETT 
RESIDENTIAL ; 

MORTGAGE LOANS © Bring Your Nash to Your Dealer GASOLINE OILS CLEAN DELIVERY BY DUST 

LUBRICATION TREATMENT 


for Better Service 


PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 


Battery — SERVICE — Tires 
HARRY CASKEY, Prop, 


pat 6185 ou 


Telephone 2-2994 


Sete aah CALL EE 
L. L LUDLOW eee SALES ey theres al Ca ar 


115 W. MULBERRY 116 N. UNION 325.N. WASH. 1024 W. MONROE 


is 


SO 


; STUDEBAKER 


SALES = SERVICE 


APPLIANCES 


Exclusive Dealers For 
All Hotpoint Appliances 
RCA and G. E. Television 


® Ranges ® TIroners 
® Automatic ® Automatic 


CRANE 
AM. STANDARD 


Ll ~~ 
HEATING ~~ 


HOT WATER - STEAM 
GAS 


Washers Dishwashers Authorized 
® Dryers © G.E. Radios ALL NATIONAL STUDEBAKER 
We Carry a Complete © Disposalls © Refrigerators 


SALES - SERVICE - PARTS 
Reconditioned Used Cars 


Call 2-5678 Call 


RAY HENDRICKS 
INC. 


® Small Appliances © Home Freezers 
LIBERAL TRADE-IN — EASY TERMS 


(pia) on 


BRANDS 
John N. Childers - Manager 


J CALL 
= 2-5681 
KOKOMO APPLIANCE 


pa wie 
; fst PLUMBING EATCH| 
CENTER inc anaes 


118 S. UNION 


Line of 
PLUMBING SUPPLIES 
and FIXTURES 


SUPERIOR **"- 


PLUMBING CO. INC. 


702 W. Jefferson (3 


Open Evenings 


419 N. WASHINGTON ST. 124 S. Union 


123 E. Superior 
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LUMBER 


Dimension Lumber, Siding, | 
Flooring, Roofing, Sheathing, 


Timbers, Plywood. 


ELECTRIC SEWER 
CLEANING 


WORK GUARANTEED 
MODERN EQUIPMENT 


NO MUSS - NO FUSS — NO DIGGING 


Rosts, Grease, etc., Removed or No Charge 
Basement Drains and Sink ! ines Cleaned 


We Are Equipped To Go Indv ‘vial 
and Commercial Work 


SEPTIC TANK and CESSPOOLS 
CLEANED 


All Trucks Have Vacuum Pumps and 
Sealed Tanks to Do a Fast, Clean 


TELEPHONE — 
22-2747 


24-HOUR SERVICE INCLUDING 
SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 


Homer L. Woodruff, Owner 
13 Years Experience 


SHORTY’'S SEWER 
CLEANERS 


507 N. WABASH 


CITIZENS CORPORATION 


REAL ESTATE 


MORTGAGE LOANS 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 


201 First Federal Building 


Phone 4171 


KOKOMO, INDIANA 


Buick - Cadillac 


123 WEST SUPERIOR STREET 


KOKOMO, INDIANA 


ALL PASSENGERS INSURED 


CAEL CALL 
EE [TAXI A125 || 
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RADIO CAB 
WE 


= 
mi 
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WAY 
RADIO 


PH 4125 
VETERAN'S 


CALL an 
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CALL 
A125 


ROOFING and SIDING 
Black Fibered Mineral Wool 
Material Installed Under Pneumatic Pressure 
Fire Proof — Does Not Settle 
“Against Summer Heat 
PROTE CT Against Winter Cold 
Up To 50% Fuel Savings 
[2 7613 | 
“Talk It Over With One Of Our 
Representatives’ 
gee Price — Experience — Insured ~, 
go" GUARANTEE ap 


Factory To You 
Moisture Proof — Vermin Proof 
Up To 15% Cooler 
Serving Domestic and Industrial Accounts 
If No Answer Call 2-6949 

Terms To Please You — Pay As You Save 
Why With Us? 
807 N. WASH 


MOE PRINTING WE 


COMMERCIAL PRINTERS 


OFFICE SUPDPLIES 


114 South Buckeye Street . . . Kokomo, Indiana 


FLOYD AUSTIN 


Phone 3591 


THELMA AUSTIN 


AUSTIN: A eRAILER SALES 


TELEPHONE: Fei oo 


TERMS: ONE THIRD DOWN - 


BALANCE 4 YEARS 


6 PERCENT YEARLY FINANCE CHARGE 


2137 N. Washington St. 


Kokomo , Indiana 
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|UNION REAL ESTATE SALES 
TWO OFFICES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 


* (1) 407 So. Union St. Kokomo PHONE 2-758! 
* (2) Post Office Bldg. Swayzee , Ind. PHONE Seo 


We buy, sell, exchange, rent, lease and finance 
real estate of all kinds 

Have the best in loan connections 

Your listings solicited 
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MISS. MABEL RECORD 


RUDY'S MOTEL ® KOKOMO, INDIANA Broker 


ONE OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING MOTELS IN INDIANA 
28 All Modern Rooms 2-\72 Mi. So. om State Road * 31 " 


“JIM” RECORD 
PHONE 21222 
EDGAR AND THELMA RUDY 


Salesman 


Proprietors 


cB So WARNER MORTUARY. 
R : A Friendly, Courteous, Reliable Service 
Complete Water Supply Vj 


EDE WARNER MORTICIAN 


“FROM GROUND TO FAUCET” Serving Howard and Adjoining Counties 


Water Well Drilling 


A) 3, 715 N.PURDUM STREET 
MYERS Water Systems & Softeners 3 


INSTALLED AND SERVICED BY EXPERTS ’ | PHONE 2-5588 KOKOMO 
Full Line of Parts and Accessories 


PLUMBING fi PAUL J. MILLS 


Kokomo's First Complete Insurance Agency 


| IND. 


Investigate Our Easy Payment Plan : Automobile, All forms 
© Household Fire Ins. 
H. K. CARR & SON ae 
Greentown—Phone 88 A, INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Call 2-7122 or 6725 Call 


SERVING THE PUBLIC 29 YEARS 
“Paul J. Mills Wants To See You” 
123 W. MULBERRY 
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Home BUILDERS 
JO YEARS EFXPRERIENCE /N 
ALL ROBBINS-BUILT HOMES 


CROSS TRANSIT 


CORPORATION 


ett A. and G./. 


f tnancing 


CITY AND VICINITY 
BOO ESERVIEE 


NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED 


OY <0! ES SE SS 
“KOKOMO. SAVINGS 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
Liberal Dividends 


PHONE 274 74 


ROS > panlUDOR TAGCENGY, 
GENERAL INSURANCE 


Mercantile- Manu facturing = Residence 


REAL ESTATE LOANS Farmse ce Autosas Bonds 


(easy monthly payments) 


Sinces (925 


WE OFFER OUR FRIENDLY SERVICES 
223 N. Main St. 


404 N. Main Phone 614! 


Ph. 2-5669 Kokomo Ind. 
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a CORN-TOP 


Kool Vent “irerine” Awnings 


Cinco Combination Storm Windows 
/Tid-west Glass Sa/ousies 


Ys YONS KITCHEN BEAUTY” Cabjnets 


MooLVENT AWNING Lao. 


COLE EOL LS 
/I/F N. WASHINGTON S57. 


@; omplete Jitle Serwee 


PHONE 25665 


ANDERSON ABSTRACT COMPANY 


704 veW. Walnut Street Phone - £828 


ABSTRACTS OF TITLE -- 7/TLE INSURANCE 


Member -Ametican Title Ass'n. -Lndiana Title Avs'n. 


BUY/NG OR SELLING AOKOMO , /NDIANA 


Lee Andwewen President 
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RALPH GOUDY 


. Repairing and Manufacturing 
BOILERS — SMOKE STACKS 
WATER HEATERS and TANKS 
SALES AGENTS FOR 
POWERMASTER 
STEAM GENERATORS 
STOKERS - - OIL BURNERS 


Service Mechanics for All 
Types of Automatic Steam 
Heating Equipment 


DIAL 4615 DIAL 


KOKOMO BOILER 
& WELDING CO. 


In Emergency Call 4463 or 3437 


1901 N. MAIN 


COMPLETE 


TIRE SERVICE 


RECAPPING 
VULCANIZING 


ROAD SERVICE 
TRUCK - TRACTOR - PASSENGER 


USED TIRES 


TELEPHONE 


9110 


COOPER'S O K 
TIRE SERVICE 


OK RUBBER WELDERS 


600 E. MARKLAND 


: (POSTERS | 


FURMTIRE CO. 


Complete Line 
Of Furniture and Appliances 


160 Year Written Guarantee 
With very Furniture Purchase 
“YOUR MONEY BACK IF YOU CAN 

BUY FOR LESS” 


319 N. MAIN 


Call | 2-7576 


AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR — 
© SCHULT 
® PRAIRIE SCHOONER 
© DETROITER 
¢ GENERAL 


— Used Trailers — 


Complete Trailer Sales —- Service 
ccessories — Parts 


“Bank Financing” 


CALL 2-6219 CALL 


ROY POWERS 
TRAILER SALES 


2300 N. Washington 


RUSCO 


AMERICA’S FIRST & FINEST 
TRIPLEPROTECTED GALVANIZED 
STEEL 


Combination 
Screen 
Storm Sash 
Doors 


Dial 


[2-3061 | 


© You never have to change screen or 
storm sash 
@ Year-round rainproof, draft-free 
filtered-screen ventilation 
* Pay for themselves in fuel savings alone 
Free Estimates 


RUSCO of KOKOMO 


1315 N. MORRISON 


CHRYSLER 
PLYMOUTH 


Authorized 
SALES — PARTS — SERVICE 


RECONDITIONED 


and 


GUARANTEED 
USED CARS 


For Service - Call 


6177 


WASHINGTON 
MOTOR SALES 


107 SO. WASH. 


REAL ESTATE 
CITY and FARM PROPERTY 


PHONE 
| 2-2190 | 


GILBERT 
“GIB” WALKER 


320 E. CARTER 


Heating & Sheet Metal Contractor 
Roofing — Siding — Spray Painting 
If No Ans. Call 4030 


R. G. HILLIGOSS 


2010 N. WASHINGTON 


AUTO & TRUCK SALVAGE 


Cash Is Waiting For Your 
Junk - Wreck — or Good Used Car or Truck 


Call 7389 or see 
RAY WRIGHT iwc. 


Come 1o The Place That's 
EASY TO FIND 


1936 N. ASH GTON 


TERRE HALL 


ORMHELILG C}Kimmes aC, 
located on Sect é3¢ 26 Jay/or Twp. 


Tae 
HAs 


% 


WEST SIMS 


Locored o7 Sec. 29 


WEsT LIBERTY 


Located os Ste 9 Twp.23N. A 6L 
y Twp 


Ucase Joo feet = one sack 


Ong 2a/ Platts 


Phone - 25459 


<s 
-Howaro Bk. Shee: PON 
/1F GC. OF LIGHTWEIGHT & CONCRETE 
BLOCKS ~ STEAM CURED 


PAOMEC-254F0 


NEW GROUND CLEARING 


LEVELING D/TCH BANKS 
© LXCAVAT/ING € FAVING 
FEEDING LOTS FAVED 
BUYLLDOZING 


FREE ESTIMATES 
IM OHR CONSTRUCTION COne 


FOO faut LDerfenbhaugh Of. 
Kokomo, ILnd/ana 


@/so 
COMPLETE LINE OF BUILDING IATER/JALS 
All S1ze B/focks 
/7Tas0n Sand 
Bs rament 
fenestra Stee/-Aes/dential & Commercia/ Sash 
Feeynolas Aluminuin Sash 
Stee/ Door frames 
Sttan Garage Doors 
Basement Sash 


(GEO S08 (ONION GOT. 


PHONE 49// KOKOMO , INDIAN 
REE Lerimares — House PLANS a Mies a 


UBT TE RADE GONCRATE: 


KINGSTON SOR Any Buitbine PURPOSE 
PRODUCTS eee. 
CORPORATION Any Place 1n Howard County 
PHONE F467 
/4/5 NORTH WEBSTER S7--KOKOMO, IND. Aol 


Tree ELEost/mates 


KOKOMO. READV MIXED 
CONCRETE CORP. 


PHONE - 6/57 
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Located on Sec 20829 Jayfor Township 


CASSVILLE 


Located o7 Sec.6 Howard Twp. 
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NICKLE PLATE 


Located on Secu Twp. 23 N.R.s E Union Twp. 


LocusT 


WEST MIDDLETON 


Located on Sec. /7 
Harsison Twp. 


813 


Original Platt 
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INDIANA CONGRESSIONAL APPORTIONMENT MAP 


Leland L. Smith, Secretary bE State. 
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CITY PLAN COMMISSION 
PRESIDENT 


SECRETARY 
COMMON COUNCIL 


PRESIDENT 


CITY CLERK 


« ADOPTED UNDER GENERAL 


ORDINANCE NO. te 


CITY PLAN COMMISSION ACTION DATED 
—— DAYS OF Sees a gas 
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TELEVISION 


Kokomo’s First Exclusive 
TV Sales and Service 
PHILCO — RCA — SPARTON 
Custom Antenna Installation 
Economical Authorized Service 


Dia [6438 | Dil 


DRIVE OUT TO 


DILLER TV STUDIO 


107 W. BLVD. 


ICE CREAM 
MILK 


GOLDEN GUERNSEY MILK 


CASH and CARRY PRICES 3c UNDER 
DELIVERED PRICES 


DRIVE-IN SERVICE 
AVAILABLE ON MILK & PACKAGE ICE CREAM 
AIR CONDITIONED DAIRY BAR 


DIAL 6927 DIAL 


CRESCENT DAIRY 


317 W. Jefferson 


KOKOMO AUCTION SALES INC 


AUCTION 
We Buy - We Sell 
Everything - Anytime - Anywhere 
Appraisers - Auctioneers - Liquidators 
arms - Live Stock - Furniture 
Howard County's Largest Auction 
. and P. D. Earlywine 
Auctioneers and Owners 


FRED GOODIER GRAVEL 8 
EXCAVATION COMPANY 


Excavation 


Dozing 


Trucking 


Crushed Gravel for. Roads and Concrete 


GALVESTON, IND. PHONE 2175 


W. E. LIGHTFOOT AGENCY, Inc. 
Insurance Agents and Consultants 
Telephone 2-54/5 220 West Walnut 


KOKOMO, IND. 


“THE DESSERT THAT 
ALWAYS PLEASES” 


Dial 
5168 


800-806 N. McCANN ST. 


Repairing — Rebuilding 
Motors and Generators 


Commercial — Industrial 


SMITH BROS. ELECTRIC 


2113 N. Kenned 


Srecer-/woex, 
£asr & Weer Sys. 
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GLOBE- AMERICAN 


~— ~ PITTSBURGH’ 
PLATE GLASS 


CORPORATION 


LARGEST 
STEER 


CONTINENTAL STEEL 
CORPORATION 


CARNEGIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


NEW HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM 
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First Commercially Built Automobile, was invented by 
Elwood Haynes. Made test run July 4, 1894 on Pump- 
kinvine Pike four miles east of Kokomo, where a mon- 
ument now marks the site. The original car with the 
first pneumatic tire is on exhTbit at the Smithsonian 


Institute, Washington, D, C. 


First Pneumatic Rubber Tire, was invented by D. C. 
Spraker, President of the Kokomo Rubber Company, at 
his bicycle shop, Main and Markland, in Octobe 1894. 
The tire was made of strips wound around a slender 
pole, consisting of three ply rubber, canvas, and an- 
other wrapping of vulcanized rubber. Upon removal of 
the pole the ends were cemented to form’ a continuous 
tube which wrere mounted on wire bicycle wheels and 
fastened with lugs. 


First Aluminum Casting, was made by William Johnson 
(Billy) at the Ford and Donnelly Foundry in 1895 for 
the Haynes Automobile. Also later used by the Manu- 
facturers of Ford, Apperson, Stutz and Marmon cars. 
First Carburetor, invented in 1902 by George Kingston 
in « small red building on North Webster Street. The 
carburetor was made from a piece of brass pipe 6” long 
with a cup fitted to one side in which a floater and a 
wire gauge regulated the flow of gasoline. These were 
sold in quantities to Ford and other manufacturers. 


Haynes Stellite, the wonder nfetal, invented by Elwood 
Haynes in 1906 while searching for a metal suitable for 
tableware. He invented this in a small laboratory which 
is still standing on South Union Street just a few doors 
South of Markland, 


Haynes Stainless Steel, invented by Elwood Haynes in 
1912, to satisfy Mrs. Haynes’ desire to have an untarn- 


ishable metal for tableware. Widely used in modern in- 


dustry. 


First American Millimeter Howitzer Shell, used in ac- 
tual warfare was made by the Superior Machine Tool 
Company in 1918. Original blueprint that was trans- 
lated from French hangs framed in the company’s office. 
(See American Munitions 1914-18, and Howard County 


in World War II by C. V. Haworth.) 


First Aerial Bomb With Tail Fins, made in 1918 by the 
Liberty Pressed Metal Company Percy 
Gibson took specifications over the telephone from Wash- 
ington, for blueprints from the President of the Com- 
pany. This gave them priority over the four other 
companies authorized to make the bombs. This company 
then supplied the other four companies some of the 
most intricate parts. Howard County in World War II 
—C. V. Haworth. 


(now defunct). 


First Commercially Canned Tomato Juice, process de- 
veloped by Walter Kemp of Kemp Brothers Canning Co. 
in 1928 at suggestion of a St. Louis doctor as a food for 
fis baby clinic. Mr. Kemp had an oil stove, a food 
grinder and a lard can as his first equipment; later 
utilized machinery used in apple sauce and ice cream 
manufacturing. Now owned by Libby, McNeill and 
Libby. 


Dirilyte—Golden Hued Tableware, invented by Car! 
Molin, began manufacturing same in Kokomo in 1926. 


All Metal Lifeboats and Life Rafts manufactured by 
Globe American Stove Company; the Lifeboat in Dec- 
ember, 1941, and the Life Raft, nick named. Th 
Kokomo Kid” in November. 1943.- 


NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY 


CARVER CENTER 


HOWARD COUNTY, INDIANA. 
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